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CAMERA CLASSICS EXPLORES CAMERAS AS OBJECTS
OF DESIGN, CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
(STILLWATER, Okla., Feb. 15, 2018) — Cameras are usually viewed as photography’s
workhorses, existing only to fulfill their operators’ vision. However, an upcoming exhibition at the
OSU Museum of Art looks at cameras from a different perspective – as objects of design,
intended to please the eye as well as create images.
Opening on Feb. 20, Camera Classics will present a selection of cameras ranging from the
1890s to the present day, exploring notable examples in relation to current design trends, user
demands, cultural significance, and technical advances. The exhibition includes Eastman’s early
view and pocket brownie cameras, Walter Dorwin Teague’s Art Deco gift camera, the Polaroid
Land Camera, and the camera-embedded iPhone.
The exhibition gives us an opportunity to think about the power that cameras have given us.
Anyone with access to a smartphone can now exercise their creativity, documenting and
preserving information as a journalist or historian. Used in partnership with the Internet, the
potential for recording and sharing information is astounding.
Camera Classics is drawn from the museum’s permanent collection and the Kravis Design
Center in Tulsa. It is complemented by Impressionist to Modernist: Milestones in Early
Photography, featuring more than 70 rare, vintage prints capturing a pivotal period in the
development of photography. Impressionist to Modernist is on view at the museum until April 7,
2018.
Camera Classics is curated by Arlette Klaric, Associate Chief Curator and Curator of
Collections, OSU Museum of Art. It is on view from Feb. 20 to July 7, 2018. A spring reception is
scheduled for Friday, March 2, from 5 to 7 pm to celebrate the exhibitions on view.

About the OSU Museum of Art
For more information about the OSU Museum of Art, visit museum.okstate.edu or call 405-744-2780. The
museum is located at 720 S. Husband Street in downtown Stillwater. Hours: Tuesday through Saturday
from 11 am to 4 pm. Thursday: 11 am to 7 pm. Admission is free, thanks to generous support from the
OSU Museum of Art Advocates.
Oklahoma State University is a modern land-grant university that prepares students for success. OSU is
America’s Brightest Orange. Through leadership and service, OSU is preparing students for a bright
future and building a brighter world for all. As Oklahoma’s only university with a statewide presence,
OSU improves the lives of people in Oklahoma, the nation, and the world through integrated, highquality teaching, research, and outreach. As America’s Healthiest Campus, OSU is committed to the
health and well-being of its students, employees and the community. OSU has more
than 36,000 students across its five-campus system and more than 25,000 on its combined Stillwater and
Tulsa campuses, with students from all 50 states and around 120 nations. Established in 1890, OSU has
graduated around 255,000 students to serve the state of Oklahoma, the nation and the world.

